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On Feb. 16, Mexican Foreign Minister Bernardo Sepulveda received a letter from Salvadoran
counterpart Ricardo Acevedo accusing the Mexican government of assisting, and supporting
the actions, of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) in its struggle to depose
the Salvadoran government. Sepulveda replied in a letter on Feb. 18 that such accusations were
groundless. The minister "reminded" Acevedo that Mexican officials provide no logistical,
organizational or financial support to the Salvadoran rebels or "any other" rebel groups. Sepulveda
then pointed out that his government has long provided "solidarity" and asylum for individuals
suffering from persecution because of their political views, and thus forced to leave their countries
of origin. The Mexican government's position in this regard, added Sepulveda, is supported
by several international agreements. The Salvadoran government has frequently expressed its
indignation and disagreement with Mexico City's "attitudes" and foreign policy statements. For
instance, San Salvador was reportedly irritated by Mexican officials' statements during the January
meeting of the International Verification and Followup Commission, charged with monitoring and
evaluating compliance to the Central American peace accord. Mexican officials praised Nicaragua
for progress in meeting accord provisions, and refused to support El Salvador's claims that it had the
best compliance record. Instead, Mexico City attempted to delineate problems remaining in meeting
treaty provisions on the part of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. The Commission
was dissolved by the five Central American presidents at their January summit meeting in San Jose,
Costa Rica. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 02/19/88)
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